
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Start of Term: Monday 4th January 2021 
 
I would like to apologise for writing to you at this point in the term with a change to the return to school in January. At this 
very late stage, we have been informed by the Department for Education (DfE) that the return to school in January will be 
staggered for some students. For those students not in school week commencing 4th January, lessons will be livestreamed 
via Teams, full details are included below.  
 
• Students in Year 11 should attend school as normal on Monday 4th January. 
• For students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 learning will be online from Monday 4th January to Friday 8th January. Most 
 students are now used to accessing livestreamed lessons remotely. For those students/parents who would like a 
 reminder, there is a guide on our website.  Students should follow their normal timetable, logging on to Teams at 
 the time the lesson would normally take place. 
 https://biddickacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Remote-Learning-Parent-Guide.pdf  
   
Year 10 Cambridge National Sport Science 
• A small number of Year 10 Cambridge National Sport Science students have an external PE moderation task to 
 complete. They should attend school to do this on Tuesday 5th January and continue with livestreaming for the 
 remaining days. Miss Cooksey will be in touch will the parents of these students to confirm arrangements.  
 
Vulnerable students and children of key workers 
• There will be provision in the Academy for vulnerable students and the children of key workers from Monday 4th 
 January to Friday 8th January so that they can access the livestreamed lessons. Students will remain in year group 
 bubbles and should assemble at the usual year group zones.  
 
Lunch orders for those students not in school in the first week back will be cancelled and funds refunded to your Parent 
Pay account. We will be sending out Free School Meals vouchers for those children learning remotely week commencing 
4th January.  
 
Rapid Testing in Schools 
You may have seen in the news that students and staff in schools will have access to mass testing. This will mean that in 
the event of close contact with a confirmed case, students and staff will be able to take a daily test and upon a negative 
result, remain in school rather than self-isolating. I believe this is a positive move which will enable us to keep as many 
students in school as possible and minimise the number of children and staff self-isolating.  
 
While I support the principle of mass testing in schools, there are a number of logistical issues to organise, ranging from 
equipping the testing site, recruiting staff and volunteers to administer tests and ensuring we have consent for each person 
to be tested. These are matters which we simply cannot organise instantly, particularly given the timing of this 
announcement at 6pm on the penultimate day of term. We aim to organise testing in school as quickly as it is possible to 
do so, without compromising in any way the safety of students and staff. Further details on this will follow in the new year.  
 
After the first week of term, all students can return to school on Monday 11th January. Please note that there is no need 
for a negative COVID-19 test before your child can return to face-to-face teaching.  
 
Finally, I hope this letter provides you with the information you need to understand these last-minute announcements 
ahead of January. In the meantime, have a peaceful and relaxing break over the festive period.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Miss K. Morris 
Headteacher 
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