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Message from Miss Morris 
Thank you to everyone who was involved in this week's Parents' Forum, it was wonderful to be able to 
resume in-person meetings for the first time since the pandemic.  
 
The Parents' Forum is an important mechanism for the Academy to understand the views of parents 
and carers, as well as to update you on developments at the Academy. The topics discussed are wide 
ranging and cover all aspects of school life. Yesterday evening, we focused on the Information, Advice 
and Guidance curriculum and how we are supporting students to 'catch-up' and recover from the 
disruption of recent months. It would be fabulous to have more parents/carers involved, the next 
meeting is on Thursday 2nd December, 5:00pm - 6:00pm. Please let Mrs Southwick know if you would 
like to join us on southwick.k@biddickacadey.com  
 
As you are aware, this week the Academy hosted the School Immunisation Service for the delivery of 
flu and COVID-19 vaccinations. Due to time constraints on the Immunisation Service, not all students 
for whom consent had been given, received their vaccinations. We await further information from the 
Immunisation Service as to when the remainder of the vaccinations will be given.  
 
Miss Morris 
Headteacher 

 
Safer parking  

 We realise that there are some parents/carers who have no alternative but to drive their 
children to school and to pick them up, however this means we have a significant amount of 
traffic congestion and many vehicles on site at all times. 

 Our staff manage the safety of our students and the community by marshalling “hotspots” in 
the car park at peak times, but we would like to request your assistance in adhering to the 
following at all times; 

 Please don’t;  
 Block a road – emergency vehicles and staff/visitors need access, 
 Park in the bus bays, 
 Park near the building and block the school entrance and nearby disabled bays, 
 Park in disabled bays unless you are picking up a child who has a disability, or a child who 

is experiencing difficulties with a condition which makes it difficult for them to walk 
distances, 

 Park on the pavement, verges, grass, yellow lines or kerbs, 
 Park across/on the zebra crossing, 
 Stop in the middle of the road to drop off or pick up your child, 
 Move any traffic management cones/signs. 

Please consider the following;  
 Investigate more sustainable ways to travel by possibly allowing your child to walk to 

school or get the bus.  Many parents take the view that by driving their children to school 
they are keeping them safe, but this means that children can miss out on the opportunity 
to develop vital road safety skills on the way to school. They fail to build up confidence 
and learn the ability to manage risk walking around their local community. 

 Drop your child off, or pick them up elsewhere by parking away from the school and 
walking for part of the journey.  

 The combination of each individual decision really does have an impact and the considerations 
and actions we have detailed above will make a real difference to the congestion around school 
and make parking, picking up or dropping off less stressful and much safer for everyone. 
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Year 11 Examinations 2022 update 
 Ofqual have now announced their decisions for examinations in 2022 in light of the disruption schools 

have faced in the last 18 months.  
 Adaptations  

1. There will be optional topics and content in GCSE English literature, history and geography. 
2. If necessary, centres will be allowed to deliver practical work in GCSE biology, chemistry, 

physics and combined science. 
3. Students taking GCSE art and design will be assessed on their portfolio only. 
4. Exam boards will provide advanced information about the focus of the content of exams for all 

GCSE except GCSE English literature, history and geography by 7 February 2022 at the latest. 
This could be released earlier ‘if circumstances require’. 

5. Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE mathematics and a revised equation sheet 
for GCSE physics and combined science. 

 Grading  
1. 2022 will be a ‘transition year’ to reflect the fact that we are in a pandemic recovery period 

and students’ education has been disrupted. 
2. Ofqual will therefore aim for grades in 2022 to reflect a midway point between 2021 and 

2019. This means that results overall next year will be higher than in 2019 but not as high as 
in 2020. 

 Results day 
 Results for exams next year will return to their normal format, with GCSE results being released on 
 25th August 2021. 
 

Online Safety Information Parents Evening 
 As part of our commitment to keeping young people safe within our community, we have arranged 

and online event on:  
 Thursday 21st October and will be in two sessions:  

 Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 at 5.00pm  
 Year 10 and Year 11 at 6.00pm  

 The evening is in partnership with Northumbria Police and will cover a range of Online Safety aspects, 
for example safe social media, cybercrime, phishing and spoofing,  

 The aim of the session is to help you help your child to stay safe online and promote positive use of 
the internet.  

 Should you wish to attend, please book your place for the event through the following link: 
Online Safety Evening Booking Form  

 
 

Year 10 and Year 11 - Revision strategies 
 Revision can be a daunting task and often students struggle to know how to approach their revision, 

especially at crucial times like end of unit assessments and mock exams.  
 Revision is a crucial skill that enables students to prepare for their final exams and to reinforce key 

knowledge that they learn each day in school. In order to support students with their revision we have 
compiled a variety of subject specific strategies that students can use in order to help them revise.  

 It is never too early for students to start their revision. Getting on with revision sooner rather than 
later means much less stress and anxiety and it allows students to study at their own pace rather than 
exhausting themselves with all-nighters a week before the big day. 

 Please click the following link to our website to access some recommended revision strategies 
https://biddickacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Revision-strategies.pdf  
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