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BIDDICK PARENT WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Important information included in the Parent Bulletin 
 We have shared some important letters/information in this Parent Bulletin on pages 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
 Please take five minutes to read the letters which include the importance of attendance, further 

details regarding the Biddick Way from Mr Delf, a Science Technology Engineering Maths (STEM) 
Summer School and some information from Together for Children regarding cost of living support. 

 
Sports Day – Thursday 14th July 2022 

 We are really excited to be holding a Sports Day on Thursday 14th July for our Year 7 and Year 8 
students. 

 Year 7 will take part in the morning and Year 8 in the afternoon. 
 If your child is in year 7 or year 8, and has signed up for an activity, please arrange for them to arrive 

to school in their PE Kit.  They will then be allowed to wear their PE Kit all day. 
 If your child has not signed up for an activity, then they must attend in their normal school uniform. 
 If you have any questions about the day, please contact Mrs Hodgson on 

hodgson.h@biddickacademy.com 
 

Year 11 
 With exams ending, many pupils will be preparing to take their next step into further academic 

studies or the workplace – which we know can be confusing and feel a bit daunting.  
 Throughout the summer, the National Careers Service is running a series of webinars for parents and 

carers of young people who are expecting their exam results this August.  
 They will be able to learn more about how to support their children with advice about choices and 

careers, including useful information sources, advice for results day and a Q&A with a panel of 
experts. 

 Please see the link below to book your place.  
 Exam Results 101 - What you need to know as parents and carers Tickets | Eventbrite  
 
 

Transition – Year 7 students - September 2022  
 As mentioned in our bulletin last week, we recently hosted the students and parents/carers of our 

new admission students.   
 As part of the next stage of the transition programme we have written to the parents/carers of the 

new admission students to ask them to help us to get to know them a bit better.  We have asked what 
interests their child, if they have any particular talents, gifts or areas of expertise, what motivates 
them, what do parents/carers love about them, and also what drive them mad! 

 All responses can be sent to gettingtoknowyou@biddickacademy.com  
 A photograph is also good as we can put a face to the name and we look forward to reading them all! 

 

Writing Competitions 
 How much does a story change if we change the point of view?   
 We are offering our students a fantastic opportunity to explore character perspectives through 

creative writing by entering your child’s mini-saga into the ‘Young Writers Twisted Tales: A New 
Point Of View’ competition.  

 Will your child choose to give a supporting character a starring role, or will they flip the whole story 
on its head, turning a happy ever after into a tragedy, or a famous horror story into something more 
romantic?   

 The five favourite published writers will each win a trophy and a Complete Writer's Toolkit - Young 
Adult Edition  which allows aspiring authors to plan, write, and publish their own books! In addition 
to this, every entrant will receive a bookmark and for every student chosen for publication, Young 
Writers will also award a certificate of merit to all young writers.  

 If you have any questions please contact Mrs Nicholson on nicholson.l@biddickacademy.com 
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Free School Meal Vouchers 
 Please note, all parents and carers that are entitled to Free School Vouchers will receive these by email 

in week beginning the 18th July 2022.   
 This includes the parents/carers of Year 11 students. 

 

Pride Month 
 We have enjoyed celebrating everyone's differences during Pride month.  
 This week our Pride group and our LGBT+ ally's have been raising awareness of respecting others 

pronouns and celebrating what makes each of us unique at our Pride stall in the Forum. 
 We are looking forward to building on our equality work with Educate and Celebrate in the year 

ahead. 
 

National Council of Young Women Conference 
 A small group of Year 10 students attended the National Council of Young Women Conference at 

Durham High School on Monday, 27th June.  
 The National Council of Young Women aims to ensure that women play a full role in our society and 

are represented at the highest levels. 
 Throughout the day there were keynote speeches from successful women that have taken different 

career paths and students took part in activities with students from other local schools, to present 
their thoughts about why a career in the creative industries is so important. 

 Our students found the day really interesting, and loved hearing about how other young women have 
found their way into their careers, and understanding their struggles and the resilience needed and 
how they overcame them.  

 The students represented Biddick Academy incredibly! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8th July 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We want every child, every day, to have the highest expectations for themselves and each other. Our aim is to 
be an exceptional school; we believe that our community deserves this. Consequently, we asked for your 
thoughts on what values should be at the core of our school community. 
 
I am pleased to share with you our final values that have been chosen by pupils, parents and staff. This is known 
as ‘The Biddick Way’. 
 

Value 
 

What it means at Biddick Academy 

Respect We value ourselves, others and our environment by treating people with dignity and 
by being thoughtful.  
 

Integrity We do the right thing because it is correct to do so. We do this by holding ourselves to 
the highest moral standards all the time. 
 

Commitment We strive to always persevere by facing challenges with courage and determination. 
 

Equality We show pride in our diversity by celebrating difference across all aspects of our 
community. 
 

Excellence We aspire to be the best version of ourselves by having the ambition to reach our full 
potential. 
 

 
We want our students to be guided by the ethos and values of The Biddick Way. These shared values capture 

what it means to be a part of Biddick Academy and the wider school community.  
 

The Biddick Way will run through all areas of the school. For example, during tutor group time, students will 

read together and discuss the values of the school via the characters and story of the stories they are reading. 

The Biddick Way will be the central theme of assemblies and our Personal Development lessons. Moreover, 

students will be awarded reward points for demonstrating the values across school life and within the 

community. 
 

We are very much looking forward to developing The Biddick Way with our pupils and with you and would 

welcome any comments or questions you may have.  

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr T. Delf 
Senior Deputy Headteacher 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
8th July 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 
As we approach the end of the academic year, we would like to thank you for your support in stressing the 

importance of good attendance to your child. 

 

As you will be aware, we aim for all students to achieve 100% attendance for the best outcomes with 

educational attainment whilst also providing our young people with the necessary life skills to succeed in school 

and for life after school. It is important to note that we set a 96% attendance target for all students which 

equates to eight days absent within the school year. From September 2022, parents/carers will be issued a 96% 

attendance letter reminder and leaflet as soon as their child falls below their target level.  

 

Additionally, punctuality is extremely important. Approximately three days of the school year is lost if a student 

is late 5 minutes each day. If your child is going to be late, please contact the Attendance Team at the earliest 

opportunity. Punctuality letters will be issued when no reason has been provided. The Bagel Bar which runs 

from 8.00am to 8.20am in the Café provides the perfect opportunity to start the day and is free to all.  

 

Throughout the last two years, students have become familiar with Stay on Green rewards initiative whereby 

students with attendance in the green category within their planners are celebrated for achieving 100% 

attendance. We have recently introduced an initiative ‘Friday Five’ whereby students are rewarded for 100% 

weekly attendance and receive a postcard and prize. We believe it is important to make parents/carers aware 

of the rewards initiatives we set for our students to support with the home/school partnerships we have 

developed.  

 

On a final note, we want to ensure that we have 100% attendance on the first day back to school on Wednesday 

7th September.   If you have any concerns or need any support in relation to attendance, please contact us on 

0191 511 1600 Ext: 5047. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr T Howe 

Attendance Manager 

 
 



 



 

 
 
 


