
Year 8 and 9 Parent/Carer 
Curriculum Information Evening

Tuesday 1st November 2022



Introductions

• Mr J Knowles – Assistant Headteacher for Key Stage 3 Achievement

• Mr G Wood – Head of Year 8

• Mrs J Henry – Key Stage 3 Lead for English

• Miss C Jeffries – Lead Practitioner for Maths

• Mr J Johnson – Lead Practitioner for Science

• Mrs A Mutton – Deputy SENDCO



Overview of the Evening

1. Key Stage 3 Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting – Mr J Knowles

2. Attendance and Attitude to Learning – Mr G Wood

3. English – Mrs J Henry

4. Maths – Miss C Jeffries

5. Science – Mr J Johnson

6. SEND – Mrs A Mutton

7. Online Platforms used by Biddick Academy



Frequently Asked Questions

• Where can I find out more information on my child’s curriculum?

• When and how frequently is my child assessed?

• How does the Academy use all of the assessment information?

• What extra support and intervention does the Academy provide 
for my child?

• What will my child’s report look like?

• What extra-curricular opportunities are on offer to help support 
my child?

• Which online platforms do the Academy use and can I use them 
to support my child?



Where can I find out 
more information on my 
child’s curriculum?



Example Curriculum Overview



Example Curriculum Overview



Key Stage 3 Assessment Timeline 2022-2023

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

GL Progress Tests 1 12th to 16th September

Assessment Point 1
30th January to 

10th February
3rd to 14th October 7th to 18th November

Assessment Point 2 6th to 17th March 5th to 16th June

GL Progress Tests 2 22nd May to 16th June 22nd May to 16th June

When and how frequently is my child assessed?



How does the Academy use all of this 
assessment information and what extra support and 
intervention does the Academy provide for my child?

• Target-setting

• Curriculum adaptations

• Lesson adaptations

• In-class support

• Core subject intervention

• Reading mentoring

• Holistic mentoring

Year Group / Subject Area Areas for Focus

Year 7 English • Reading comprehension

Year 7 Maths
• Geometry and measures
• Ratio and proportion

Year 7 Science • Physics

Year 8 English
• Spelling
• Grammar and punctuation

Year 8 Maths
• Geometry and measures
• Probability



What will my child’s report look like?



Revision Strategies

1. Start revising early for your assessments
2. Create a revision timetable
3. Find time to do exercise to help you to relieve stress
4. Find a quiet space where you can do your revision
5. Start your revision in the morning
6. Complete past papers / practice questions
7. Use flashcards and mind-maps to help you remember key information
8. Colour-code topics to trigger memories
9. Make summary notes of the important points
10. Reward yourself for the revision you have done



What extra-
curricular 

opportunities 
are on offer to 

help support my 
child?



The Importance of Good Attendance

• Good attendance is classed as 97% or above.
• 97% attendance is being off less than 7 days a year.
• Research suggest that for every 5% of attendance 

missed by a student, final outcomes drop by one 
whole grade.

• Gaps in knowledge are created through missing 
content on days off and are a major contributor to 
attendance-related grade drop.

• Form tutors will discuss absence with students on 
return as part of our attendance strategy.

• Try to get medical appointments outside of school 
hours and if this is not possible, make sure the 
appointment is not half a day.

• Is it just a cold?  We encourage our students to be 
as resilient as possible.



English
Mrs J Henry – Key Stage 3 Lead for English



Year 8 Curriculum

Key Concepts taught through units of work:

Each unit of work builds on concepts and skills 

taught in previous learning.

• Marginalisation, Injustice and Inequality

• Relationships

• Conflict

Unit 1 Blood Brothers - play

Unit 2 Relationships in Literature- Poetry

Unit 3 The Woman in Black - Novel

Unit 4 Voices and Viewpoints – Non-Fiction

Unit 5 Animal Farm - Novel 

Assessments

Each unit of work assesses students’ reading, writing and oracy skills.

Unit 1- How does Russell present social class?

Write a speech expressing your views on inequality

Unit 2- Poetry writing and commentary

How are relationships shown in the poem Nettles?

Unit 3- Write the opening to a horror story

How does Hill create a sense of fear?

Unit 4- Write an article for your school newspaper to persuade  your 

readers on your point of view 

How does the writer create a sense of danger in Touching the Void?

Unit 5- Oracy debate linked to key themes in novel



Year 9 Curriculum
Key Concepts taught through units of work:

Each unit of work builds on concepts and skills taught in 

previous learning.

• Marginalisation, Injustice and Inequality/social class

• Relationships

• Conflict

• Gender

Unit 1 Of Mice and Men- Novella

Unit 2 Poetry from different cultures- Poetry

Unit 3 Victorian Non-Fiction

Unit 4 Romeo and Juliet- Shakespeare 

Unit 5 Power and Conflict Poetry

Unit 6 Oracy

Assessments

Each unit of work assesses students’ reading, writing and oracy skills.

Unit 1:

Write a description based on the image - linked to America 1930s

To what extent do you agree Crooks symbolises the mistreatment of black 

people in 1930s America?

Unit 2: How are ideas about identities presented in a poem?

How are ideas about hope presented in a poem?

Unit 3: How does the writer present their viewpoint about ragged schools?

Write an article for a newspaper expressing your views about ragged schools

Unit 4: How is Romeo presented?

Write a description suggested by the image

Unit 5: How does the poet present ideas about power and conflict?

Unit 6: Individual presentation on topic of choice.



Reading
Challenge your child to:
• read as widely and as often as they can – all sorts of texts, from magazines and newspaper articles to short stories, from leaflets to 

letters sent out by businesses or schools. The aim is to know what different forms of written English might sound like.
• give you the explicit and implicit meanings of words they come across. There are lists on the school website for fiction wider 

reading challenges.
• use words/sentences around a specific word to work out the meaning if they don’t know it.
• explain the intended effect of a text e.g. while watching adverts, ask them to consider what the ‘writer’ wants the ‘reader’ to 

feel/think/imagine/do.
• Ask your child about what they have read including what they have learnt about the characters and plot.

Writing

Challenge your child to:

 learn the correct version of commonly misspelt words which could be used 

 practise spelling rules

 plan a story, speech or article then experiment with different ways to begin and end it.

 read their work out loud – this allows them to identify areas that don’t make sense and may require punctuation or vocabulary to

aid and secure meaning.

How can you support your child at home?



 Each unit of work has a knowledge organiser with key information to support 

students with the learning in the lesson. Each week students will be given a section 

to learn. They will be tested on what they can remember the following week.

Challenge your child to learn the information by:

 Self testing: look-cover-write-check

 Making notes

 Creating flash cards

 Creating quizzes

 Testing on spellings and definitions of key vocabulary

How can you support your child at home?

Homework: Knowledge Organisers 



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/

http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/

Oak Academy: https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-
stage-3/subjects/english

How can you support your child at home?

Online websites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/
http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/english


Mathematics
Miss C Jeffries – Lead Practitioner for Maths



Year 8 – Curriculum



Foundation

Higher

Year 9 – Curriculum



Support at Home

Casio FX-85GTX Scientific Calculator



Support at Home



Support at Home



Support at Home



Science
Mr J Johnson – Lead Practitioner for Science



Intent of the Science Curriculum

o The aim of the Key Stage 3 Science 
Curriculum is to encourage students’ 
natural curiosity about the world around 
them.

o Through following the curriculum, we 
aim to inspire students to want to know 
more and then remember more. 

o To build an inquisitive mindset that asks 
“why” and “how” to explain science 
phenomena. 

o Through experimental design, 
analysis and evaluation we strive 
to develop students who can 
think scientifically and question the 
validity of data and evidence.



Core themes within Science



Year 8 content to be covered this year



Year 9 content to be covered this year



How and when your child will be assessed

Each lesson

Each unit

Whole 
school



Each lesson

Each unit

Whole 
school

How and when your child will be assessed



Websites and support you can provide 
to your child



Which online platforms do the Academy use 
and how can I use them to support my child?



Frequently Asked Questions

• Where can I find out more information on my child’s curriculum?

• When and how frequently is my child assessed?

• How does the Academy use all of the assessment information?

• What extra support and intervention does the Academy provide 
for my child?

• What will my child’s report look like?

• What extra-curricular opportunities are on offer to help support 
my child?

• Which online platforms do the Academy use and can I use them 
to support my child?



Thank you!

Key Contact Information:

• Mr J Knowles (Assistant Headteacher) – knowles.j@biddickacademy.com

• Mr G Wood (Head of Year 8) – wood.g@biddickacademy.com

• Mrs S Huntington (Head of Year 9) – huntington.s@biddickacademy.com

• Mrs J Henry (Key Stage 3 Lead for English) – henry.j@biddickacademy.com

• Miss C Jeffries (Lead Practitioner for Maths) – jeffries.c@biddickacademy.com

• Mr J Johnson (Lead Practitioner for Science) – johnson.j@biddickacademy.com

• Mrs A Mutton (Deputy SENDCO) – mutton.a@biddickacademy.com
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