
Year 8 Looking Ahead Evening

Thursday 23rd November 2023



Introductions

• Mr J Knowles – Assistant Headteacher (Key Stage 3 Achievement)

• Mr T Wilkinson – Head of Year 8

• Mr Brown – Assistant Headteacher (Personal Development)

• Miss L Mooney – Pupil and Family Support Lead (Attendance)

• Mr C Morrison – Acting Assistant Headteacher (Extended Learning)



Overview of the Evening

1. Year 8 Curriculum and Assessment – Mr J Knowles

2. Important Year 8 Messages – Mr T Wilkinson

3. Extra-Curricular Activities – Mr C Brown 

4. The Importance of Good Attendance – Ms L Mooney

5. Online Safety – Mr C Morrison



Overview of the Evening

Session 1 (5.35pm to 5.45pm) Session 2 (5.50pm to 6pm)

Title Staff/Room Title Staff/Room

Maths Ms C Jeffries (U001) Maths Ms C Jeffries (U001)

Reading Mr C Brown (U003) Reading Mr C Brown (U003)

Science Ms N Leigh (U007) Science Ms N Leigh (U007)

Personal Development Ms N Robotham (U008) Personal Development Ms N Robotham (U008)

SEND Drop-In Mrs Scott (U013) SEND Drop-In Mrs Scott (U013)

SEND Drop-In Ms Mutton (U014) SEND Drop-In Ms Mutton (U014)



Curriculum and Assessment
Mr J Knowles



Curriculum



Curriculum



Curriculum



Assessment and Reporting Timeline 2023-2024

Year 8

Reports to Parents/Carers w/c 13th November

GL Progress Test Report w/c 11th December

Assessment Preparation Week w/c 26th February

Assessment Fortnight w/c 4th March

Reports to Parents/Carers w/c 15th April

GL Progress Tests 22nd May to 16th June

GL Reports to Parents/Carers w/c 10th July

Assessment and Reporting



Reporting to Parents/Carers



Important Year 8 Messages
Mr T Wilkinson



The Biddick Way
Respect     Integrity    Excellence      Commitment   Equality

• Reflection and the Week Ahead – This is an 
opportunity to look ahead at the Weekly Notices, 
reflect on the previous week, be given appointment 
times and to have conversations with Form Tutors 
about attendance or any other concerns.

• Group Reading – The Tutor Group read the text 
together as a class and have discussions linked to ‘The 
Biddick Way’. In KS3 the books rotate termly and in 
Year 8 we read news articles and different types of 
text.

• Assembly – These take place in the Watson Hall and 
the students enter in silence, enter with and sit with 
their Tutor Group. The theme of each assembly is 
linked to ‘The Biddick Way’.

• Reading/Book Swap – We read our own personal 
Accelerated Reading books on this day. 

Day Activity

Monday Reflection and the week ahead

Tuesday Group Reading

Wednesday Group Reading

Thursday Assembly

Friday Independent reading/Book Swap

Year 8 Tutor Time Programme



Extra-Curricular Activities
Mr C Brown













The next half term extra curricular RAFFLE PRIZE draw is here! 

On Monday 11t h December the raffle will be drawn and 

prize winners will be announced through your form tutors on 

Thursday morning, giving instructions on where to collect your 

prizes before the break.

Examples of prizes that could be won include:

5- 10 points draw- stationery, chocolate

10- 20 points draw- vouchers, luxury stationery

20+ points draw- sporting equipment, tickets, books.

Remember, you need to be in it for a chance to win it, so get along to 
those clubs!



Attendance
Miss L Mooney



Why good attendance matters: 

❖ Achievement 

❖ Social development 

❖ Routines 

❖ Support from friends 

Miss L Mooney – Pupil and Family Support Lead

• Provides support to students and parents/carers to remove any 
potential barriers to education and attendance

Mr T Howe – Attendance Manager 

• Responsible for whole-school attendance 

Contacts:

Howe.t@biddickacademy.com

Mooney.l@biddickacademy.com

Attendance@biddickacademy.com

What support can we give?

❖ Someone to talk to

❖ Financial help and uniform

❖ Support with transport enquiries 

❖ Referrals to mental health and wellbeing pathways

Attendance Team

mailto:Howe.t@biddickacademy.com
mailto:Mooney.l@biddickacademy.com
mailto:Attendance@biddickacademy.com


A student is identified as a ‘Persistent Absentee’ if they miss 10% or more of their possible sessions.

Data below based on a full academic year – 190 days

Percentage Days missed (approx.) Lessons missed

98 % 4 Days 20 Lessons

96 % 8 Days 40 Lessons

94 % 12 Days 60 Lessons

92 % 15 Days 75 Lessons

90 % 19 Days 95 Lessons

Persistently Absent



Online Safety
Mr C Morrison



Keeping Children Safe 
In Education 2023

Online Safety

It is essential that children are safeguarded from potentially harmful and inappropriate 
online material. An effective whole school and college approach to online safety 
empowers a school or college to protect and educate pupils, students, and staff in their 
use of technology and establishes mechanisms to identify, intervene in, and escalate any 
concerns where appropriate.



Online Safety

The breadth of issues classified within online safety is considerable and ever evolving, but can 
be categorised into four areas of risk:

• content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate, or harmful content, for example: 
pornography, fake news, racism, misogyny, self-harm, suicide, anti-Semitism, radicalisation, 
and extremism.

• contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; for example: peer 
to peer pressure, commercial advertising and adults posing as children or young adults with 
the intention to groom or exploit them for sexual, criminal, financial or other purposes.

• conduct: online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes, harm; for example, 
making, sending and receiving explicit images (e.g. consensual and non-consensual sharing 
of nudes and semi-nudes and/or pornography, sharing other explicit images and online 
bullying,

• commerce: risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and or 
financial scams.

Keeping Children Safe 
In Education 2023



Filtering

• 2 levels of filtering – web filters and impero

• Member of Internet Watch Foundation (IWF)

• Signed up to Counter-Terrorism Internet Referral Unit list (CTIRU)

• Blocks access to illegal content including child sexual abuse material (CSAM)

Monitoring

• Physical monitoring by staff watching screens of users

• Live supervision by staff on a console with device management software

• Network monitoring using log files of internet traffic and web access

• Individual device monitoring through software or third party services

Keeping Children Safe 
In Education 2023

https://www.iwf.org.uk/membership/our-members


Keeping Children Safe 
In Education 2023



Keeping Children Safe 
In Education 2023



• Parental Bulletin
• Updates regarding current/emerging issues

• Help guides / how to guides

• Links to useful websites

• Email: morrison.c@biddickacademy.com

Further Information

mailto:morrison.c@biddickacademy.com


Overview of the Evening

Session 1 (5.35pm to 5.45pm) Session 2 (5.50pm to 6pm)

Title Staff/Room Title Staff/Room

Maths Ms C Jeffries (U001) Maths Ms C Jeffries (U001)

Reading Mr C Brown (U003) Reading Mr C Brown (U003)

Science Ms N Leigh (U007) Science Ms N Leigh (U007)

Personal Development Ms N Robotham (U008) Personal Development Ms N Robotham (U008)

SEND Drop-In Mrs Scott (U013) SEND Drop-In Mrs Scott (U013)

SEND Drop-In Ms Mutton (U014) SEND Drop-In Ms Mutton (U014)


